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Master in 1696. In 1695 he was Lord Mayor, and a Lord Commissioner of the Admiralty from 1694 to 1699. He died January loth, 1711-12. He had five sons and six daughters by his wife Marie, Sir John Houblon piloted the Bank of England through a period of great financial difficulty, and in 1696 he was presented with a silver tankard having the following inscription engraved upon it: "The gift of the Directors of the Bank of England to Sir John Houblon, Governor, Lord Mayor of London, in token of his great ability, industry and strict uprightness at a time of extreme difficulty."
Strangely enough, this tankard escaped from the custody of the Houblon family, and some years ago was purchased in London by an American silversmith, who took it to New York. Finally, it was obtained by a committee formed for the purpose of obtaining a testimonial for Mr. Frederick D. Tappen, Chairman of the New York Clearing House Association. In 1893 an inscription similar to the original one was engraved on the lid of the tankard, and this was presented to Mr. Tappen " as a unique and appropriate testimonial under circumstances surrounding the first presentation, closely parallel to those of oar recent financial troubles." There is a portrait of the first Governor in the Bank Parlour at the Bank of England.
Jacob Houblon, sixth son of James Houblon, senior, was a clerk in orders, and rector of Moreton in Essex, whose grandson Jacob was made their heir by his bachelor uncles. Sir Richard Houblon, son of Abraham (who died May, 1722), inherited most of the Bank stock belonging to the family, and made this boy his heir, appointing his cousin, the Rev. Jacob Houblon (rector of Bobbingworth and son of Jacob of Moreton),and his brother-in-law, Henry Temple, ist Viscount Palmerston, guardians and trustees for the property. By his will he ordered that the whole should be invested in land. The Rev. Jacob Houblon, jun., devoted his life to the trust, and finally established his nephew at Hallingbury when he came of age. The young Jacob, born July 30th, 1710, married Mary, daughter of Sir John Hynde Cotton, of Madingly, Bart., and he was the direct ancestor of the present head of the family.
Besides the seven sons mentioned by Burnet, there were